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THE GENERAL PATTERN
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WISCONSIN: METRO/NONMETRO 2000-2010
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5 NONMETRO TYPES
Destination: Attract family 
& retirement ages; don’t 
lose many young adults.

Retirement: Attract family 
& retirement. Lose young 
adults (similar to Exodus). 

University: Gain emerging 
adults, but they mostly 
leave after.

Youth Migration:
Moderate loss of young 
adults  (-19 per 100). Small 
gains for retirement & 
family. 

Rural Exodus: Extreme 
loss of young adults (-37 
per 100). Small gains for 
retirement & family. 
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5 NONMETRO TYPES
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TYPE EXAMPLES
Destination:

Sauk
Trempeleau

Retirement:
Vilas
Vernon

University:
Grant

Youth Migration:
Monroe

Rural Exodus:
Crawford
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Trempealeau County: A Destination?
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Early	estimates	for	2010-2020
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Post 2020: A Covid Opportunity?
•Data from Linked In shows general de-urbanization patterns
•Harris Poll (April 2020) suggests urbanites considering 

moves to less dense areas
• Inquiries, stories
•Home sales up across WI, from Aug 2019-Aug 2020 (WI 

Realtors Assoc)
• But time on market also up, even in “hot spots” like Vilas & 

Oneida

• Seasonal? Temporary?
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Conclusions
• Emerging adult out-migration common, and probably good thing

• Young adult out-migration common, but can be tempered

• Attracting Families (Boomerang) and/or Retirees a realistic strategy

• Diversity in the rural Wisconsin experience

• Critical Factors- Jobs matter, but… 

• Services: High-Speed Internet; Transportation; Proximity

• Community Integration: Place attachment & civic engagement

• Natural amenities & outdoor recreation

• Social amenities: arts, farmers markets
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Resources

•www.netmigration.wisc.edu

•Applied Population Laboratory, University of 
Wisconsin- Madison. www.apl.wisc.edu

•Contact Me:
Richelle Winkler, rwinkler@mtu.edu. 906-487-1886
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Questions?


