
Agriculture’s annual impact:

AGRICULTURE WORKS HARD FOR

COLUMBIA COUNTY
Family-owned farms, food processors and agriculture-related businesses generate thousands of jobs 
and millions of dollars of economic activity for Columbia County, while contributing to local income 
and tax revenues.
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 COLUMBIA COUNTY

For more information, 
please contact:

UW–Madison Extension Columbia County 
112 E. Edgewater Street, Rm 212 
Portage, WI 53901

608-742-9680

columbia.extension.wisc.edu

THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR BENEFITS THE ENTIRE COUNTY
The strength of Columbia County agriculture lies in its diversity. Its 1357 farms, include 117 dairy and 
more than 520 beef, sheep, hog, goat farms, along with 200 farms with poultry. Fertile soils provide 
for high levels of forage, grain, vegetable, and specialty crop production. The county serves as an 
agricultural processing hub for producers and surrounding counties. These include meat, dairy, and 
vegetable packing facilities, along with two ethanol plants that covert corn into fuel and high protein 
livestock feed. Columbia County is home to the 2,000 acre University of Wisconsin Agricultural 
Research Station at Arlington. Research conducted here is used by farmers nationwide to make good 
production decisions and protect our valuable surface water, groundwater, and natural resources.

Did you know?

COLUMBIA COUNTY IS

No. 6 in Wisconsin’s
grain industry

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension is 
part of the local and statewide network of organizations and 
agencies that support Wisconsin’s $104.8 billion agriculture 
industry. Extension helps enhance the economic impact of 
agriculture by providing research-based information that 
increases farm profitability, improves food safety, reduces 
environmental impacts and expands agribusiness networks.


