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Considering Disparities

• There are still significant shares of the population without 
internet.  

• Rural-urban disparities and income-level disparities. 

• Address supply (infrastructure).

• Address demand (affordability, willingness to pay, 
demonstrating relevance, and education).
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Economic Costs

Table A1: Broadband Index Weights

Weights

Satellitte (ACS) -0.4959

Cellular Data Only (ACS) -0.4715

No Internet (ACS) -0.4597

Access to 25/3 (FCC) 0.5064

Variance Explained 0.5046
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Is access/adoption of broadband really driving 

these results, or is broadband really reflecting 

(measuring) higher poverty rates and lower 

population densities (ruralness)?
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Table A2: Broadband and Community Outcomes, Controlling for Population Density and Income

Standardized Regression Coefficients

Percent of 

the 

Population 

Rural

Median 

Household 

Income

Broadband 

Index: Higher 

Values Better 

Access

R2

Growth Rate in Population 2010 to 2018 0.4456 *** -0.1825 *** 0.0445 ** 0.3219

(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0351)

Growth Rate in Employment 2010 to 2018 0.3779 *** -0.1118 *** -0.0890 ** 0.1510

(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0002)

Percent of Population (Age 25+) with Some College 0.4818 -0.0437 ** 0.2412 *** 0.4328

(0.3112) (0.0016) (0.0001)

3rd Grade Reading Tests 0.4070 *** 0.2148 *** 0.2386 *** 0.2454

(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)

Percent of the Population Reporting Poor or Fair Health -0.6702 *** -0.2924 *** -0.2435 *** 0.5343

(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)

Poor Mental Health Days -0.5924 *** -0.2067 *** -0.1661 *** 0.3911

(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)

Marginal significance or p-values in paranetheses.

***: Significant at or above the 99.9% level.

**:   Significant at the 95.0% level.

*:     Significant at the 90.0% level.



• Access to broadband matters for community well-

being.

• Access and adoption are two very different things:  

avoid the trap of “build it and they will come”.

• Broadband, particularly affordable broadband, has 

been a necessary condition for a vibrant economy, 

but it is not sufficient.

• Investing in the physical infrastructure of broadband 

is NOT a magic bullet.
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