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• Clearinghouse for Demographic Data and Products
• Census State Data Center & UWEx roles

• Applied Work
• Demographic profiles
• School district enrollment projections
• Mapping
• Net migration estimates, all U.S. counties

• Facilitation of data and informational resources
• Training
• Data “translation”
• Web site development

• Our websites
• Main home page: https://apl.wisc.edu
• Data access page: https://getfacts.wisc.edu

About the Applied Population Lab



Wisconsin State Population Change, 
1990 - 2020
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Wisconsin and United States 
Cumulative Change, 1990 - 2020
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Wisconsin and Neighboring States, 
Cumulative Change, 1990 - 2020
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Wisconsin Population by Metro and 
Non-Metro Counties, 2000 - 2020
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Change in 
2000s:

+276,000

7.0%

+48,000

3.3%

Change in 
2010s:

+183,000

4.3%

+24,000

1.6%

Metropolitan Area:
core population nucleus of 

50,000+ and outlying counties 



Share of Population by Metro and 
Non-Metro Counties, 2000 - 2020
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Of state’s population growth:
2000s: 85% in metros, 15% in non-metros
2010s: 89% in metros, 11% in non-metros



Wisconsin Non-Metro Population by 
Micropolitan and non-Micro Counties,

2000 – 2020 
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Change 
in 2000s: 
+33,000

4.5%

+15,000

2.1%

Change 
in 2010s:
+11,000

1.5%

+13,000

1.7%

Micropolitan Area: core population 
nucleus of 10,000 - 50,000 and 
outlying counties 



Wisconsin Non-Metro Population by 
Adjacency to Metro Areas,

2000 – 2020 
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Population by Age



Wisconsin Population, Ages 0-17,
1990 - 2020
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The “Birth Dearth”
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67,000 fewer births



Wisconsin Pop Ages 0-17 by Metro and 
Non-Metro Counties, 2000 - 2020
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Applied Demography 101: 
Components of Population Change

Births (+) Deaths (-)

In-Migration and Out-Migration 
(+/-)

= Natural Increase (+/-)

Natural Increase + Migration = 
Population Change



Natural Increase… to Natural Decrease
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Wisconsin State Population Change, 
by Component, 1990 - 2020
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Wisconsin Metro and Non-Metro Population 
Change, by Component, 2000 - 2020
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Wisconsin Non-Metro Population Change by 
Adjacency to Metro Areas, Components, 2000 - 2020
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(The Perils of) Race and Hispanic Origin



(The Perils of) Race and Hispanic Origin, 
2020 Edition

• Changes in 
prioritization 
schema

• Changes in 
race/HO code 
lists

• Up to six 
detailed codes 
captured 
(rather than 
two in 2010)



(The Perils of) Race and Hispanic Origin, 
2020 Edition

Hispanic 
persons of 

Race:
2010

% of 2010 
Responses

2020
% of 2020 
Responses

Numeric 
Change

White alone 26,735,713 53.0% 12,579,626 20.3% -14,156,087

Black/AA alone 1,243,471 2.5% 1,163,862 1.9% -79,609

AIAN alone 685,150 1.4% 1,475,436 2.4% 790,286

Asian alone 209,128 0.4% 267,330 0.4% 58,202

NHOPI alone 58,437 0.1% 67,948 0.1% 9,511

Some Other Race 
alone 18,503,103 36.7% 26,225,882 42.2% 7,722,779

2 or more races 3,042,592 6.0% 20,299,960 32.7% 17,257,368

TOTAL 50,477,594 62,080,044 11,602,450



Wisconsin Population by Race/HO, Ages 0-17 
and 18 & over, 2020
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Hisp/Lat = Hispanic or Latino
NH = non-Hispanic
AIAN = American Indian/Alaskan Native
NHOPI = Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
SOR = Some Other Race
Two+ = Two or more races





Wisconsin Population by Race/HO, Metro and 
Non-Metro Counties, 2020
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