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Thinking about Labor Force Trends from a Workforce 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΧ

άΧ¢ƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 
and employers connect to each other and make investments in 
workforce skills and human capital towards the goals of household 
economic self-ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦέ 
(Schrock, 2013)

άΧǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the narrow sense; it means substantial employer engagement, deep 
community connections, career advancement, integrative human 
supports, contextual and industry-driven education and training, and 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΦέ όDƛƭƻǘƘΣ нлллύ



Several Factors Affecting Labor Availability

ÅWorking Age Population ςIƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƎŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΚ 

ÅUnemployment Rates ςWhat share of the labor force is unemployed and actively looking for a 

job? Unemployment rates vary by geography, time period, occupation, age, etc. 

ÅOccupation/Skill Alignment ςAre there sufficient workers with the skills needed by employers? 

ÅGeographic Extent of the Labor Market ςHow far are workers willing to commute?

ÅLabor Participation Rates ςShare of the population that is either employed or unemployed 

and actively looking for a job. Factors influencing labor participation include:

ÅChildcare or dependent care needs

ÅWeak demand for labor leading to discouragement 
(either broadly or for specific skills)

ÅTransportation access

ÅSchool enrollment

ÅJustice system involvement

ÅDisability

ÅRetirement
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Monthly Unemployment Rate ςJanuary 1990 to August 2022 (Seasonally Adjusted)

United States

Wisconsin

Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics LAUS
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State of Wisconsin Unemployed Individuals per Job Opening -
January 2001 to August 2022 (Seasonally Adjusted)

Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics . Shaded areas are recession periods.
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Labor Participation Rates for Males and Females Ages 20 to 64 ς
2016 to 2020 5-Year Estimates

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2016-2020 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates     * = Not statistically different compared to national average
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*Among those with children younger than 18 living in the households

**Question provided health insurance and paid time of as examples
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Examining Job Transitions ςJ2J Explorer 
https://j2jexplorer.ces.census.gov/
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Examining Career Progression Opportunities ςJob Progression Tool
https://jobprogressions.mckinsey.digital/



Examining Opportunity Occupations ςRework Community Insights Monitor
https://www.atlantafed.org/cweo/data -tools/rework-community-insights-monitor



Commuting and Worker Expectations ςWhat are the Potential Connections?




