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Agenda

- Broadband update 

- $42B for broadband on the way (at least)!

- New definition of “broadband”

- End of Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)

- What are the next steps for communities and regions?

- Digital Equity Act (DEA) funding

- Telehealth / telework efforts
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Broadband Funding in the 2021 
Infrastructure Act: 
- $42.5B: infrastructure grants
- $14.2B: ACP (consumer subsidy)
- $2.7B: Digital Equity



$42.5B in Infrastructure Funding On the Way
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• Have their own broadband office
• Have a working version of their 

broadband map (showing actual 
households where service is and 
isn’t available) 

• Have submitted documentation to 
receive their share of the funding 

EACH STATE SHOULD NOW: 

https://www.internetforall.gov/bead-initial-proposal-progress-dashboard 

https://statescoop.com/heres-how-much-every-state-is-getting-from-bead-grant-program/ 

Some states will have additional broadband 
funding from ARPA / Capital Projects Funds

https://www.internetforall.gov/bead-initial-proposal-progress-dashboard
https://statescoop.com/heres-how-much-every-state-is-getting-from-bead-grant-program/


Broadband Update

Definition of “Broadband” Over the Years: 
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1996 2010 2015 2024

0.2 Mbps (any 
direction)

4 Mbps Down
1 Mbps Up

25 Mbps Down
3 Mbps Up

100 Mbps Down
20 Mbps Up

Mbps = Megabits per second



The Short-lived Affordable Connectivity Program

2021: Began life as the Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB)

2022: Transitioned to the ACP ($14.2B from Infrastructure Act)

Jan 2024: Over 20 million households signed up

April 2024: Last month of program
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$30 / month internet subsidy for low-income households

https://www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq 

Survey of Current ACP Recipients

State / county / ZIP code data on ACP enrollment:
https://www.usac.org/about/affordable-connectivity-program/acp-enrollment-and-claims-tracker/

https://www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq
https://www.usac.org/about/affordable-connectivity-program/acp-enrollment-and-claims-tracker/


Next Steps for Communities

1. Check out your state’s broadband map / BEAD plan

• Should give you an idea of where the infrastructure funds will be going!

2. Be aware of Digital Equity Act (DEA) funding on the horizon ($2.7B)

• 2 distinct programs to distribute these funds

• Census data can help document places with low adoption / use

3. Resources to help with digital skills / training

• Extension / non-profits have developed useful programs and tools

4. Look into ongoing efforts in rural-focused telehealth & telework 
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State Broadband Maps
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WISCONSIN OKLAHOMA



State BEAD Proposals / DEA Plans

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/public-notice-posting-state-and-territory-bead-digital-equity 
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Volume 1: ~20 pp. 

Volume 2: ~100 pp. 

Important components: 
- Low-cost service 

option
- Middle-class 

affordability plans
- Workforce readiness

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/public-notice-posting-state-and-territory-bead-digital-equity


Digital Equity Act (DEA) funding on the way!

• Each state is putting together a Digital Equity Plan (to 
be rolled out 2024 – 2029)

• 2 distinct programs will be unrolled in 2024/2025:

 1) State Digital Equity Capacity Grants ($1.44B)

 - Each state awards their own sub-grants

 2) Digital Equity Competitive Grants ($1.25B)

 - Nationally competitive program
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OK Digital Equity Plan



Census data on broadband adoption 
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/advanced

Data available for different geographies: counties, 

ZIPs, cities, states

Only 5-year averages (2018-2022) for smaller 

geographies

Helpful to compare local numbers to state averages 

WI OK

Source: U.S. Census ACS 2022 1-yr estimates Table S2801

Also has data on adoption rates among HH earning <$20,000

Table S2802: % without internet by age / race / education levels

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/advanced


Resources to Help with Digital Skills

SRDC: Digital Skill Building / Digital Volunteer Initiative
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https://srdc.msstate.edu/digital-literacy 

https://srdc.msstate.edu/digital-literacy


Other Broadband-related Economic 
Development Topics

Remote Work:  Utah State’s Rural Online Initiative

12



Telehealth
Library-based telehealth programs: 
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• Soundproof booths
• Telemedicine equipment
• Digital navigators



Think Outside the Box!  

• Each state will likely be getting $30-50M for Digital Equity work…what is 

YOUR organization’s value-added in this space?  

• Libraries / non-profits will likely be focused on providing basic digital skills 

to people.  So how can extension / economic developers / regional orgs / 

workforce boards compete for funds?  

• “Covered Populations” that must be addressed (as directed by DEA):

14

- Households under 150% of poverty line

- 60+ year-olds

- Incarcerated individuals

- Veterans

- Individuals with disabilities

- Individuals with language barriers / low literacy

- Racial / ethnic minority groups

- Rural households

- Business website 
development?
- Civic engagement?
- Focus on farmers?
- App development?
- Community 
recruiting? 
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